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o badd is 102 Coalans and sodidsers are stopped ot soodidicks, drageod o of thear coms
ammarly execured in Antionuia department. Tounsts are drazaed in hars ol dogos, the
robbed and murdered. Expats, missionanics and ather foreigners zre fivonite targets of termors:
groups, who kidnap them for oureageons ransom ansounts that elimb st the millions of dol
lars.

Wealthy nghmwinesrs employ abour 100 or w0 pabd killers 1o ssstemancally mundr k-
wingen. Lefi-wingers attempt to kadnap cvery freckle-fed fecigner they can ger their hand
on. Dhug dealers are knoclang off pobice 21 the rate of shour one 3day. The stinvivesrs are thes
who stay away from olfice buildings, bus st police stanons and trnel agents Juploes
Amencan Expeess logos on their windows. However, tonrsrs and other travelers are way domn
on the lig af people who have any peotection in this covaing lueled free-forall

Shorld v be victimezed or sock rovenge due o mbfonune, expet Ditle combort o sim
pathy fronn the potice, malitary, and fudicial oc Eplomatic folks: theyre bisy coner rz theiroon
asses from the thcar of rerromivm, drog carrels and enime londs. Oy 12 percent of the aima

committed in Coliambsa ever reach the judicsl sossem

If wora get into roubde and can't afford the ransom, hite 2 death squad. The price is loaer

With the breakup in May 19902 of peace negotiations with the Colombian govermment, the
countey’s remaining insungeey grivps have focused on raking rheir war to the ares, vaing

made cffits to increase ther prescnoc and infrastouctune 1 erban ancas, particudar
arouind Bogota, The capzal and other mapor Colombian ¢iies [including Raranguilla, e of
the L5, consulare ) have beer it by sporadse terronss atrtacks, the maost commuon of which have
been Bomhings of fimancial Tisticutions at night, J;vpm.'nllg. intended to cause damage bt i
injaries. But 1996 has scen 2 nationwide sencs of guernilla ks comrentdy taking place. The
FARC and ELN are staging the attacks in hopes of inflnencing 2 Jrange in Codombia's giverr
moat. As ol Apeil, 20 people had been killed 2nd there were over 30 goernills attacks aging
public rranspormanon, police stations and gas /ol pepelines. Guerills firces are adso running 1
series of ambushes againgg gonvernment police and malitany finves

Any goosd news? Somme. The death squads have forced many drug tratfickens 1o move fnto
ncighboring Rrazil for “health™ reasons. Tut the botten bine here, 35 one jumalist comment-
e, m this: “As many drug-tratficking countries fret about becoming anather Cidombis, with
marcotics-dominated polaics, Colombeans wormy that their counene will become another Soma-
I3, run by wardonds™

The Players

The Government
Libseral Ernesto Samper Mzano squetked into power fune 19, 1993 in a dead hear with
Coservative Andres ['astrana Arangn. Coasidenng thar onlv one of every three Colom-
iams voted, it doesnt sem to make any diferene who runs the country, Samper has
been accused s being 2 wooge of the Cali drog canel, despure his public calls for the
evtermination of Colombia®s dmg problem. A recent investigation e his alkoged ©
with drughords concluded that be was offered backing bt didn’t accepr it
The govermment is actively bin voseceessfilly tnang 1o negetiane peace with vanuus rebel
factions, bt fioe ros s tryang e fgure out how to fAnd jobs for the S20M ex-puerillas et
ower from the EPL and the M- 19 groups

The Simon Belivar Guerrilla Coordinator [CGSE]
This » an unholy tamsdrate of three temonst groups: FARC, ELX, and the EPL/D
Ihey claim abomit 8000 effective members amang 2l three. The mitlitany has said that &
errancged to diminish that number in P93 by Ralling W93 guernils and captunng another




1873, They alwe nubbed frve tons of explosives and 1363 weapons i over 2000 armed
engagemunte. Not 3¢ high 3 counr 2« ford doring the duck hunting season in Minnesota,

but 1ot bud

Bolivarian Movement for 8 New Colombia, or
Foerzas Armadas Revolocionarias de Colombia [FARC)

FARC was founded in 1964 and ix coreemtly estimaned 1o have berween 12,000 and
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17,0000 conmbatants. Thaer stock in trade & kndnappang, extortion and progection of rural

drug vperations o Colombhia. They have mone of an entreprencinal bent, conisder-
ing thev began 2 3 Marsz, pro-Sovicr revalutionany group. They arc the largest and ol d-
it oof the three main sebel oo wi upchTing 1 Colosr b

Ihe FARL rebwls Bave dearded to spruce ep thairintage with 2 snapper namae thar will per
them maoved upin the Yellow Pages, They will now be known as the Bolivarian Move
ettt foe 4 New Colinlas, Mayhe Trple AAA Filling, Kadnapping and Nareo I'rotection
wohd get them more business.

The group speializes i aemed atracks against Colombian rangets, bombings of U.S

usinwsses, kndnappongs of Colombians and fercigners for ransom, and assassinarinns |
b ksdnappings of Colombians and forcign 1 ransm, amd assassination
Their fumling comes fron extorien {ransm payments) and inoome from the 1r4l]1u1|:1;
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of drugs [predominaesnly cogaine ). FARC has well-documented ties to drug trafficken
ard Cuba It s asumad thar 2oy drug transpeortation from Colombea to Cuba and
bevornd b controlled b FARL, and with the blessing of
peonide mikh needed hard currency for Cuba, whoase evonoy has been in tatters since
the collapse of the Sonaet Unior. Peace t2lks beoween the government of Colombis and
FARC have proved unsucoesst

Cide]l Castero. The il L3 becks

There are an estimated 4300 ro 3300 armead combazants and 0,000 suppartens of FARCC

ahich Dikes to be croel i e ad I-E!.'_. f"li:lt_. faspct the weakly, bot ol 2 .,r-url:c ol
peaaitts oowe in 24 bhile o keep them an Ene. The Panogs Union (UF) s EARC s poli-
scal arm, secleng change throtgh old-rashionod rherone and amm maasting

I a perfect wisrld, FARC wonle inerthrow established onder in Colomibda and replace it
with 2 lertt and ann-Amencan regime, in the proccss ercating a broad antfimonopaly,
anti-impwriatig front, while uniting left-wing paries and organizations into r::'r'_]l.' ].l-c-'l-.:

wal nnenwm

Un the searicr side, FARC is the Lirgest, best-trained, best-equipped, and most eflective
inigent oeganization in Colombia, and perhaps in all of South America—the one West-
ern terromt group vored “most likely to succecd™ by US. intelligenee services, Many
consider PARC 1o be the “military™ arm of the Communist Party of Colombia
(PCC) The le '-{-'"1'1‘ ol FARC is composed largely of disaffecred mididle- and upper-
class intelbestuals, although i recruirs from the peasant papulation in an efforr 1o main.
tain a popular hase, FARC alen éraws support from tradittonal leflt wingers, workers, sty
dents and radical priests. The populaney of FARC has been undermined by the
quensimnalie practice of kidnappong peasanes amd mundenng them as *eollaboraton™ amd
“eraitoons” iF thev're mst cooperative

h inclundes all major Colombiin insurgent groops. FARC was able to mos

ter this colitiom die 1o its chimer B nith Colombem narcotios tratfickens than the other

mmsurgent groups. The elanonshep appears 1o be the strongest in those ancas where ooca
cultivation and peostiction and FARC operationa! stnngholids overlsp, In exchange foe
FARL protection of nargiics freresss, the guemilas have received moncy to purchas

weanons and supplics
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prekpockets and opponiunists. The Acher, notherm siburls of Tiguia have expenone:
arash o car boenbyings,

Colombia East of the Andes
This area can be hazardous ro vour health, with the cxeeption of the anv of Leticia in ke
Amazonss Deparrment and adracent totnsr arcas in Amazonas,

Morth Coast/Bamranquilladsls San Andres
Cali is the home of two of the najor drug camcls. Evpece plenty of ighing between
tww nival provps The islind of San Andres is 3 mapor drug shipmerr 2rea. Camagera s
considered somow bt safe, due o the incressed presence of police protecting the lucrate
rounist trade, Expect tourist crine
Rareanduilla is the site of guerilla dttacks on businesses and soveriment ecnters. The busy
port is 3 major center for droe tratficken. Guemillis 1e to regulardy sttack the Navy base
near the ot at pight. Omside the city mits & the domain of had people, partiaulick
ar night

Rural Valle de Cauca Department
Aswell as most of the Cazes River Valley, incleding the dties of Cali and Bicnaveniun,
ard the road berween Cali 2nd Bucnaventura

The Northern Half of Choco Department
Particularly the Uraba region, cucept for the tourdss arez of Capurgana

The Magdelena Media Region
The Magdeclena Raver Valkey soath 10 Tolima, incduding wostern Bovaca, castern Caldn,
and northwestern Cundinamarca,

Tolima Department South of Espinal
Especially if wraveling after dark

Road Travel in Holla and Cavca Depariments

The cities of Netva and Peguyvan are considered 1o be wafe if reached by air
Dangerous Things
U5, Companies

Scvieral termonst or guemilly groups are acuve in Colombia; U S, interests arc 2mongg their
targets. Kidnapping for ransom or polineal purposes, incloding US. cirizess, s incress
ingly eommon in Colombia. In carly 1994, bumbs destroved 2 Mormon temple in
Medellin, damaged another in Becaramangs, and damaged 3 Coca-Cola boetfing plint in
Rucaramanga. Addirionally, o Amencan missonaries were kidnasped for polinical res-
sons by guernlla

Kidnapping
Remember the L dme you asked your boms ho much vou weee really worth? Well, you
muy find out on your pext trip to Colombis. In 1993 there were 121 kidnappings s
manvth in Colombia, or about four 2 day, In 1994, there were 3000 for the vear, v aboat
11 2 day. Kidnapping has become a USS3A0 million industry in Calombia, Over 70 for-
eigners have heen abdiscred in the last four years, ¢ach for fuuugr rasoms. A Briton was
killed in Avgust of'95, whik an American was released after being held fior L months It
sccms his Captors just gave up on over getting the §5 million they were adking

Fewer than one in 30 kadnappers are over canght and sontenced. Althiugh knfnagysng
in Calonbia fell 23 percent herween 19902 and 1993, in 1994 they shot up nearly 33 per
Cery: to 1378 shductions. Fewer than halfthe bidmappings that acteally take placs are ever
reported. Luckily, Colomblans make up the bulk of the victims. Moyt ncver repet the
abwdusctions, feaning it would just advermse thar culpabelity. There were belicved to be 10
Amencani heing held captive in Colombia as of February 1995, A splinter group of the
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Popuolar Liberation Ary (EPL) timk responsdbility for the January 1995 abdicion of
Fafward Gravessky, Although the EPL was dishanded in March 1991, 2 group of abom
150 dichards remsing. Gravowski was the founth forcigner kidnapped by Colombian
gueerillas in a four-moml period. Tn the pase fow vears, only vne i 10 of the reported
wictims has heen rescved by secunty forves. Many others are murdered by the Kdnappers,
who often demand large ranama and then retum 2 conpne

Warder

Thrk the U5, is the murder capetal of the woekd? Think again, Colombia has the highest
murder rate in the woeld, For cveny 100,000 people, 77.5 are offed. That's more than

cight times Figher the rate inthe US

01 Pipelines

Ohccidental Perroheum | Ony) i the country's largest producer of oll, The Cano: Limon of]
fiekd {along the border of Venezuela and Colombia) viclds Colombia’s largest o1l depos-
its. The 470-mile pipeline vost over a billian dollars and is the focal paint for guerilla
activity. Wasty men have blown up the pipeline over 400 times since it came oa line In
1955, In 1988 2 Owy enginecr was Kidnapped and sprung fiw an impressve 11556 ml-
Fon dodlars. To make things faiz, the gonemment of Celombea took respunsaility for the
repar of the pipeline cvery time the bad guys punched 2 hole in ir. It takes abour 36 houn
o ropar the b anb Wi About 190,000 barrel of cresde el Mo throe ;J'I the g:_xi:x
cvere dav. The pekie i than the rebeds claim rhat the pipeling is robbing the Colombians of
ther nareesl resouress. T he real criminzl seems 1o he the Calombian government, wiich
skims 85 percent of every dollar generased by the oil. There isa $1.20 a harrel “war tax”
to help fighe the guertllas amd a tax of 12 percent of all profils taken out of the country.

Ceopolamine

Scopodamine (or Burundanga, as it is called loeally) s 2 drug Colombian thugs use to
incapacitate toursts in onder to rob them, Ie' spiked tnto drinks in hars, and 1into-aga

rettes in s, The drug renders victims nnconscinus and causes serious medical prob-
bems: Colorihian dovtoes feport that hospitals receive an estimared 2000 Scopolaming
vicms every munith in Rogota. One our of every three paticnts in the emergendy room
has been intovicated with the drug. The drugzings occur i all aress of the ity throngh-
vut the day, bur with moee Sequency at might. The moss effective way o admimsier %o

polamine i in a liquid form, which can incapacitate the victim in twa fo three seconds,
Herwever, rescarch has eevealed that serees taetics can invotve the drug being wiilized in a
spray, dust or smoke form as well, Most dregging incdents take place in bars and disco

theques. Some incidents oweur when the server brings you a drink. On the way 1o the
table, he/she will drug the drink or botrle. This wivally vevurs tward the end of the
mght, when most people are les olsenvant. Alfter being drageed, the server helps you o
the dvwr, where an accomplice is waiting, Another common tactic is through a casual
comversation in 2 bar. Durnig the covrss af the conversanon of at 2 1ime when vour drink
is Jeft nnerrendedd, the drug 15 adminisicred. To defond againat wich tactics, avoid going
de such esmablshmems, i to watch vour drnk boing pee-

£as T htoclubs 2o, While i
paned and Browghr 1o the fabde, Do not keave vour drnk unattermded Street drugpings ane
Al commin 2md mray oolve sprav, duse or smoke. These senares B caftv invelve
iy apprroachend Iw g sirarger on the stevet whes inatiates 3 conversatoon ard then adnn
mrers the dnng The best preventatmee mesore Bt try nor to walk alone. Avord stopping
and ralking to strangers of secepting anvthing o eat, drink vr simoke frem them. Deug-
gingé an publie transportation are fequent, w boses should be avosded. Scropolomine
symptomis include diosientation, incoherence, dilated pupils, mouth drmess, restles-
s, £381 hears rate, Murmed vidon and supor. Victims of sepecied Scopolamine druge
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fasts Marta
The noth end of trean and e Rowdadero Beach arcas are extremely dangerous. Do nut
travel e into these aress, Daylizhe armed robberies of turists are commonplace,
Fhigves will uften refieve their vigtims of their clethes as well 35 all other valuables

Ths Darien

Pressed against the Tanama baoe

COLOMEBIAT

r, Ulrata i the munder canital of Colombiz. The coun-
s richiost banans prowing region, it's also home to 2 myriad of drug runners, lefuist
gucrlas and paramvbmany outfits. Uraba®s anniual munder rare of 254 per 100,000 people
15 the highest in Colombia. In 1993, 124 poople—oiment all peasants—were killed in 13
differcnt muassscres. A far greater number were gunned down singly or in pars. On Feb
ruary 14, 1996, puernilas massacred 10 hanana farmens—and 10 mare peaple were
muwed dunn by AR-47 and K-13 gunlire in a billards hall on Apal 4, How bad is Uraha?
Lowal officials are pleading tor VN, intervention and for 3 peseckeeping force wo be
imstalled. The arca around the Dharien Peninsala is 3 major trundt point for contraband
goods and 2 center for drug prcesing. The FARC group provides protection for the

drag lats

Catagens
Professional pakpexckers shound, espeaally at the beaches. They especially Bie 1o stnke
in eronnded areas, Cameras are a favorite trophy for thieves here. Scama in Camagena are
numers Other erooks pose as toor geides. Some of them qan be rather touchy if vou
turn o it expensave exeurston ikbers: Ivou'ne offered 2 fob on a ship Tl fiar the

1T 5. o other parts of Scuth Ameriva, this is nus 1u~.|'.|:L‘|:. 3 i

Wadali
Despite being 2 mujor drup tratfickens” center, the city s 2 remarkably mendly place
Himever, it's oot the druglords vou shou!d be afrsid of here. Rather, its petry thicves
and street thups.

Yalls Depariment
Everywhere olt the main roads in Valle Department is extremely unsafe due to guerdlla
activities, Beware particularly of Cavea Department E off the Pan-American Highway
Tewrists showld avodd this arca entirely. Arcas of Cra 6 are also extremely dangerous,
g lisd It Passpon Balivar and the m bt There has alus been Kt crmllz ity 19 the
Purace Natenl Park arca, parmeularhy near the Popayan-La Mata Road. In Inea, women
shotrhd not be v the wreet pnaccompanied.

Cther Guerrilla Areas
The Depanments of Bovaea, Nome de Santander, Casanase, Cagquesa, Huila, Putumaye,
Ciesar, Gitrajira, Aranka, Mera, 2v well as the Turbo,Uralba mwpion

The Upper Magdalena
You'll comstantly encounter riffraft here, souting everything from drugs, gold and emer
alds 1o pre-Codumbian am, The items are abaans fke, except for the dreps

fstioquis Department and Medeliin
Medellin was the focus of much of the shoot outs and wars between Escolrar and PEPES

et the ¢ointryside, and there have been cxecurions of mel

There are rdbbisc ks throug)
itany, eivilians amd kacals withent provescation, This 53 very nasty area, and the most dane
gerous plice in Colonmbaa

Bogola

Narees tealtickers Jouornilas have threstened and camicd out terronst attacks apainag

Codombian oifaas, Sovion embrsies, ad ocher targets. Fapect to trave

hooof Dhareaata. Tosiarest ameas are inficsind




have bevome tavonte tangars of dogruntled and jezlous FARC fanarics, whe moved into
the arem the EPL shamdoned. On January 23, 1992, FARC nastics ambushed an EPL

ferd-raiser, massacnng 35 poople,

Dignity for Colombla Movement (DCM)
This plaver on the seene seems to have o fairly dmple agenda. Kill every member of the
163 -member Howse of Representatives who viotes to clear President Pmesto Samper of
drug charges. A refreshingly deoct change from pur own polingal presure groups.

e Bateman Frent
Ahaut 230 members who split from M- 19 grocp when the M-17 tumed into a political

grvep. They are hased ourede of Bogota,

The U.5. Military
The U5, government has vnofficially declared war en the drug trade in Colombia and,
therefore, FARL, Currently, there are nire 1785, advisors in Colomsa trainisg teoops; 63
milinary techmicians are installing radar basey; 32 members of 3 navy construction batral
pon in Mgt pronanue 2rc bofding 2 milzey base on the Meta River, 2 heavilv used amery
fur Jdrog transport: 1536 US. Arow engineens nisthwest of Cali are building 2 schond,
<linic and road. Altbough covert US. imvulversent in Colormbis 1 low-key presenitly, fur
ther disintegranon of Colombas infrassnctune woukl undoubtedly lead to an inencased

I'!II.'H.I':-.-.

Death Squads
Mo than 2 huideed groups of teams made up of five 1o 10 memben cadh are paid by
wralthy and influenoal Colombaans o k) firmer and correnr left-wangers and commu
nists o 2n vagoing hasis, and 1o 201 25 2 more effective deterrent ro kidnapping, murder
s entomon threat than the police or military. The deach squads are prsunly active in
Medellin and Bogota, and around the Antioguia Department. One of the princpal play
ers s the Maceton puramilitany group, which s centered in the San Marin municipality,
This group has performed numerous misacres againe leftise guernlla groups and their

sympathisers

Druz Lords
Pabl Esgodwar ks gone: hoavever, encaing is still the begpes eowert industry in Colombea,
Cocd b promn in L dountry, pr wossed in labs and then i-!‘.ippnf oo Mlomam ot To various
ports and other sites in the Cardbbean and Mexizo. The headquanien for the drug rade
ts i Cali and Medcliin. The dreg Solls ire very tight uith both lef- and nght-wing ter
groups. So be rice when vou 1alk 1o anybody about drugs

[k

Fidel and Carfos Castana
Controlled by the drug Jonds, the Castanos run the northern seven of Uraba™s 11 coun-
ties. Thev founded “The People Perwcvred by Mablo Escobar,”™ 3 group instnimental in
the caprure and death of the notoriows leader of the Medellin camel. Now they run 2 land
grabbing fiefdom in porthem CalomMa, executing any antagonistic peasants who getin

the way

Getting In

A passport and 2 retuen/oaveand nicker are required for stavs up 1o three months. Minors
(umder 180 traveling alone, with ane parent, of with a thind party must prewnt written autho-
rizatice trem the alwent parentisi or legal guandian, specifically graming permission to travel
done, with swie parent of with 2 thind pasty. This authorization mus be noanized, authem
red fntos Spanish. For up-to-the-minure

cared b a Codombvan embasey o consulare, and tramnsd
ifrmation reganding eniny amd castoms rngeinements for Colombia, contact the nearcst con

nuston of San Juan, or the

ms, Now Yook,

salate i Lon Angeles, Miame, UChicago, hew Okl

COLOMBIA
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There i evidence that various FARC fronrs have acoually been imadved in priscessing
cocaine. Moncy (rom the nanoodics trade has supplemented FARC revenoes from badnap
pings, eviomon and robbenies.

And on the military froaz, on Apal 16, 1996, FARC guermillss killed 21 wddien :nd
wounded 13 others in 2 major zmbush on an ammy putnd in the wathacd provnee of
Warino, Wghlighring 2 sunge in rebel actmany in 1996, The antack occurred 2t dawn ina
remote arsa nezr Poorres, close to the Fonadosian boeder. Troops were dispatched 1o the
arca, fedlowing a rebel saborage of an ol pipeling that rms thesgh the asea. The patnal
wat attacked by 150 FARC rcbels armed wath sutomatis ssault riles and grensdes. The
artack was one of the worst to be aaffered by the mititary this decsds

Mational Liberation Army [MLA), or Ejercito de Liberaclon Hacional (ELN)
A rurdl based, anti-U S, Mzoist-Marda- Leninise guernila group formed in July 1964,
the ELN raises funds by kidnapping forcipn errpliaees of Lirge corpoeations and holding
them for 'ofty ransom payments. The ELN conducts extertion and bombing operations
against US. and other foreign budnesses in Colombaa, particularly the deep pusckered
petrodeum indusiry. The groap has mflcred major damape on ol pipelines sinee 1986,

They boas up ra 2000 members, many of whom have been trained and armed by Nica-
ragua and Cuba, The ELN secks = the conquest of power for the popular classes ®
along with nanonalieatons, exprogmatns, amd apranan wfosm

The ELNis a political-milicary organization that draws its support from among stedents,
mtellectusls, peraants and, sarprisingly, the mididle-clss workers of Colianlea. Opcra
tions inclede the idnzppr ol wealthy ranchurs amd industnalists, sassnations of melb-
tary officers, offing of labor leadens and peasants, multiple srmed robberies, vaniou
bombings, raids on feolared villages, weapons grabs on pofice posts and armiy patrols, and
occupations of radio satons and noaspaper offices, The ELN is currently perfecing
attacks on petrofeum pipelines and faknes, secking o damage Colomba™s ecaonnmic
infrastructure and imcstment climate

Digmity for Cuba [DFC)
A twenty-vear-old termorist group called Dignivy for Culba st the bullet in 1996 The
three doscn members were an extra-pissed-ofF splinter group from the Natonal Lilsera
tion Armry bed by former Spanish pricst Manual Peres. The small group was composad of
white collar workers who lived off the ransom money they made kidnapping politicans
and wealthy Colombians. Their keader Hugo Toto, actually ran the group from his prison
cell in La Picota prisen where he was sentenced 1o 25 vears for murder,

‘Their last hurrah was an avempt wo furce the Colambian congress to impeach Mresident
Samper for his association with drug cartels, To make their point more urgent they
threatened not only to kil every person who dedn'r vore for impeachment but they kid

napped Juan Carlos Gaviria, the brother of the former president of Calombia, in Aprl of
"

Uncle Fidel interceded on hehalf of the kidnap victim and even allowed the group ta fly
to Cuba where they will ey 1w figure waot whae toda for 2 living

Popular Liberation Army [EPL/DI
Ihis dussdent former affifiare of the Popular Liberation Armv haswed prmarnle in Uraha
can't scem 1o get abead. The PLA signed 2 peace trenty several yean ago with the ganem
ment but thor Maota FEPL/TY od sacks woa't quin. The EPL/D leadens are follieed
and arrested on 2 regelar basss (probably duc to informants from the PLAL The 2500
armed troops demobilized in 1991 and the groep changed its mame o Fyperanes, Far
Libertad i H'E"’- Pesoe 2nd Freediom], roraimeng the smatials EIML. s the mow group /ey
has had polincal suocess m the polls svwe naking peace with the government, memben




bave become Evorite targers of disgruntied and jealous FARC fanatics, who moved imo
the areas the EPL abanduned, Or Januane 23, 1994, FARC nasties ambushed an EPL
fumd-raiser, nussaonng 35 poople

Dignity for Colombia Movement (DEM)
"This plaver on the scene scems to have a Fidy smple agends. Kill every member of the
163 member Howse of Representitives who vetes to clear Presdent Ernesto Samiper of
deug charges. A refreshingly direct change from our own political presure groups.

lame Bateman Front
Abontt 280 members who split fram 5-19 group when the M- 19 romed into a political

grop They are based vunade of Buogata

The U.S. Military
The LS. govermment has unoifically declsed war on the drug trade in Colombey and,
thereliore, FARC. Currenthy, there are mne ULS. adhasors in Colombia training moops; 62
miitany techrodans are instalEng radar bates; 32 members of 2 navy Conatnction harral-
berr i Meta proninee are buikling a military buse on the Mera Rever, 3 henily used artery
e drug teanspont, 156 1S, Army engineers northwest of Cali are building 2 schusol,
ie and road, Although covert U S, involvement in Columlsa i low-key presently, far-
ther Jdisintegration of Colombia's infrastructore wonld undoubtedly lead 1o an increased
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Death Squads
Mive than 3 hondrod grocgs of reams made up of fve 1o 10 mem
wealthy and
pists on an oszoing basis, seud to st 48 3 moee cffective dererrent to kidnapping, murder
and extortion thecat than the pobee or militery. The death wqoads are prmanly acve in
Medetlin and Boguta, and arovnd the Antiogquia Depanment. One of the principal play-
ers is the Maceros paramilitary group, which is centered in the San Martin muenicipaliny,
s BRI lras L'H_'r|.l'\-| wes] Pt MASSACTes ,‘lg.linﬂ. leflist i_:ll[‘h'i”i groups and their
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wers e3ch are paid Iy
3! Colambians to kil former 2nd current lefi-w nEErs and comnmu-

winpathieers

Dvug Lords

Pahlo Eacobar is gone; homoover, oncaine is <l the biggest covent indintry in Colombia

in the county, procewscd m Ll anid then thipped or flown oul to vanous

Com g Lo
ports and other sites in the Canbbean and Mexico. The hesdquaners for the drug rade
The drug folks are vere night with both left- and right-wing rer-
rorist groeps. 5o be nice when you talk o 2nybady sbout drugs,

Fidel and Carlos Castano
Controlled by the drug lords, the Castanes nin the nohem seven of Uraba®s 11 covn-
ties, They founded =The People Persecuted by Pablo Escobar,” a group instrumental in
the capiutre and Seath of the notorous leader of the Medellin cartel. Norw they run 2 land-
grabbing Siefdom in northern Colombiz, exccuting any antagonine peasants wha get in

e W
Getting In

A pasgpeirt and 2 resumn/onwand ticker anc requined for stavs ep to three menths. Minors
og with a thid pamy must present wnitten authe-

{usder 18} traveling v, with ene parent,

fzation from the absent parentis) of kgal guandian, specifically granting permission to travel
tlone, with one parenn oz with a thind partv. This authorizarien must be notanzed, authenti-
caved b 2 Cotrmbian embassy o qonsclate, and translated ineo Snaanish, For up-to-the-minute
inlrmation fegande eatry' amd cuatou requirements for Colomia, comtact the ncares con
salate in Low Anecics, Mizms, Clicago, New (kdeans, New York, Houston or San Joan, or the
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gngs should be taken immaediarely w2 hospital. And if that's not sooiuns encugh, the
“high™ isu't even any pood, and you feel like hell the nexr dav,

Power Blackouts
When the lights go out, make sure yost are nombaere to be found by street o
mun strect enme bcreases exponentially dunng Blackouts in mador Grnics,

Phony Cops
A oommuon scam s an approach 1o an obvivs tourist by an alleged =paliceman” who sy
that he is ehecking for counrerfcit 1.5, dollars and wants 1o “check™ the forcignes
miney. The person gves the eniminal hisDer money, reccives a receipt, amd 1y “police-
man” dissppears. Others request that the vicsim scoompany him “doantiean.™ You have
just been kidnapped

Stroliing Through the Country
You may want o save the rain forests, but coca growers and processing Lihs would pretes
that you stay at the beach. Two French toursts were snacched b FARC in the La M
arenz matuee presence south of Bogots. The countnside is effectively conmadled by bl
groups who vicw you a5 3 sounce of ingome,

Bombs
Bornbs don't drop fron the sky here. 'They ane usually car bombs, Bombing 18 2 delberae
attempt 1o capture publicity and srike fear imo the populace. The vicrims are incdeneal
Car bombs are deliberately detonated in crowded central locanons. Rises are bombed, =
well as wil pipelines, cefineries, hotels and office busldings

Driving
Colonbia’s roads are in poor condition. Many routes aren’t marked. Aadd Jdriving 2t
pight. Many vehicles have dim headlighes, i any at all, Other drivers are rechdess. Carde
are e atting, 28 they pause to pee in the middle of the road at midmghe.

=

Taris
Wamen should never teavel alune at night i tanis. Buth seves are sulbsest to popular
stams where the driver feigns a mechanical breakdown, The pussenger 15 asked o get out
of the car and help push the taxi toa “jump-stare,” which separates passengers from their
lugeage. The dnver will then stzrt the car 2nd drive olf

Butes
Bus travel in the south of Colombia can be hazardous. Thicves haune buses in 1y ares
waiting for passengers to (il adeep. Then, guess what they do, Buses between Fogot
and Ipiales and berween San Augustin and Popavan are frequentad b scam anias/
thicves who offer dopad chewing gum, cigarcites, tood and sweets before taking every
thing you've got

Hotel Rooms
Hozel cooms of foreigners are not infrequently raided by the police looking for dugs
Having a witness around may prevent them from planting drugs in the room. Rut, the
again, it may not,

Planes
In Colombea many sadar and ground tracking stations are damaged by scleds and dnsz
wmuggters to protect ilegal drog shepments. Mowe than T peogle have diad in Colan
[sam air secubenis since 1986,

Rumors
A Sparish magazine, Cambio 18, published 2 repont purporting 1o be from 3 DF3
soure, which elaimed the US, government is areempning o being sbour the resignation
uf President Ernesto Samper theough avacks, blacknall sod prisoa breakoms The amick
cited the rocent escape of Cali carrel beader Jose Santaurue Lotdisno fom PO 38 ol

- e ——



derwe ol 1 ploy. Colombian aomy commasder General Harold Bedoya staied 1o the
Colombian press that he had no knowledze of this plot and could not vouch for the
veracity of the article. The apparenth f2bdcated article appears to have risen oot of recent
tersions between the U5, 22d Codombian governments, Monetheless, the report appeans
tin be ratsng ant-Amencan swntment in Colombia

Evoze
Beware of dnnks poured from brand-label liquor, such as Jehnnie Walker scocch, with
hroken ecals. In many instances, the Tabels are fake and the booze is 2 potensially lethal
sprnt. Dhink ol beer iFyou need tocarch a buez.

Drugs

Deespize what we said about the fow cnminals thar ger o fustice in Colombia, if you get
relared erime expect at least threats of lifelong incarceration and
ud bucks boaling your way vat of jail. The government will do linde
to help, Any furssgner who wants to cut cur the middlemen and go tnto comperition with
drig dealers should watch the monvde Scarface 2 few times, Strangely

o

arrested for any Jnee

the Colombiar
enough, cvery year e yahwso eods up i a Colombian jail for deang exaoly that,

Hazsles with Police
Many podice afticers and sofdicrs will shake vou down for doing cvervthing foom raking
phctures towzlking on the beach at night. The best bluffis to demand o see their super
visor arnd walk quickly in the direction that wakes you farthess away from them, If the
police peally do arrest you, ger on the hom o the consulare ASAP, They can’t do much
if you reallv screwed up, but they’re all vou™ve got.

Getting Sick

Medica] care ts adequate in major cities, but vanes in quality elewhere. Health problems in
Crfombia include the preserce of cholera, though cholers is found lzrgely in areas curdde the
wiics and usind onrise areas, Vidtoes wha follow proper procautions eogarding food z2ed donk
1re g generally at nsk. Doctors and hospitals often expect immedizee cash pavment for health
wnices. LS. medical insurance is not abvavs valid outide the United States. In come cases,
wpplemental medical insirance with specific everseas coverage i comadered wseful. If yoa are
e victim of 3 Slopelantine atack, remember to seck medical assistance immediately. Scopo-
fanene is wsually mised with other narcoas and can cause brain damage.

NMuts and Bolts

Spanish is the offivial linguage. English is commaon in major dries and tourst centers, The
Calambians 1ike 1o parry, so expect massive creads and price hikes during local holidays. Elec
trcity 3 110V #6000 Lewal time is the same a5 Xew York, The Jocal curreney s the peso, about
837 o the U5, dollar at press ome,

Temperatures are faidy high throughout the vear, Tt gets cooler and wetter the higher you
g0, Sexsiide areas are muggy. Heavy rain falls between Apal and October,

Busness hours are froem 8 om—noon amd from 2-6 pam, Monday-Friday, Bank kours in
Fogaa are from 9 3.m-3 p.m. Mendav-Thursday, and from 9 2.m.-3:30 p.m. on Frdays, cx-
copt the List Fridav of the menth, when they close at noon. In nther major cities, they're open
fromn & oo =030 a0 aned froen 34 jrva Miwul |:-'|1||,|r11|_1_l_:..'_ On I"r'i.d;:., '.||_|_-:| ‘e e unitl
+:30 p.m., exvept the last Frday of the month, when they dose ar 11:30 2.m,

Embagsy Location/Registration

Upon armal, U5, aitieens are urged o obtain updated information onreavel and securiy

J\.i‘_!‘i"l t-_'n:lln:n'l":.'l &y Lap u'l'_i*h"' '.'.il.": :||: I'.|':||'.-.i!'|._'|
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Dangerous Days

Anniversaries are bad days for 2 steall in the country or shopping downioun in

Colombia, Rebel granps like to remind peaple by bliwing things up

10081947 Ihe Somon Halivar Guernila € vardinanng Bosed [CNG) is an pmbeells
organizatien, sder which the Revolutionare Armed Forces of
Colombiz | FARC), the National Liberation Armv (FIND and 3
dissrdent facrion of the Popular Tibcration Army (EPL) conndinate
political potitions and organize joint terrorist operations. It was
fuunded on this date

OR/2E/1985  April 19 movement {M-19) originated; leader Ivan Marinn Uhspina wiy
killed v a clash with govemnment tromgps

112071983 Legalization of the M 19, The Apnil 19 movement (M-195, 3 beftist
terronst organization, was legalized by an ammesty law after the group
haud made pesce with the gonernment, The M 1Y s pow 2 legitimate
polimcal parts

04291967 Founding afl the KI'L !["'np,:l;r Liteecratoon Armiv )

DR/IS/1964  The National Liberation Army (ELN) began its 2rmed struzele

05/27/1964  When government troops attacked the “independent republic® thar
communist peasant groups had ser up a1 Marquenahia, Caldas
Department

W95 The Popular Liberation Army (EPL), 2 leflist terrorist organization, hay
since made peace with the govemment and become 2 legitimane
political party, However, 2 dissident facrion continues the 2rmed
'itruﬂ]:!f ig,llll'i! IE'.-».: EOVEmmeni

OFATM930  Communist Party founded

08707/1819  Battle OF Boyzcas.

07/20/1810  Independence Dav,

vfzma{ng:a
El Papel de la Cocr

Www.mamacacs ory



in &a Dangerous Place
Colombia: Un Favorito, Por Favor

[ had agreed 1o mooonr wath the official’s daonghter. She was coming into San

Ydreas tomesrrony drom Cali for Holy Week, To decline the social requiest would
o be a wase idea. [ warched in amazement, as this disringuished gentleman was
e to piss in the sink at the <ame time he was washing his hands. We were in his
hatel suite, which served as his full-time home. He was a very high level govern-
ment official on the island. Instesd of wallpaper, he had cases of Mumm’s stacked
up from Huor ts ceiling, creating a pleasing bur somewhat industrial pattern. His
e of music was imired 1o the one or two AM radio stations on the island—
e used 2 state-of-the art guadraphonic stervo system ro blast out Julio lglesias.
Like must of his possessions, they were “gitts™ or leftovers from customs inspec-
s of travelers

He explained how he makes his money. He has a group of three o five “beach
bows™ who sell coconut oil on the beach 1o rourisis. Along with the golden fra-
grant wil in old Beer bortles, they offer hash or manjuana wo unsuspecting tonrists
As the sun goos down, they wim i the money they™ve made and carcfully point
gs thar day. Duning the night, the
surpriscd vienms are crashed down and they®re trotted off to jail ar
gunpotnt. They then pay the judge, the lawyer, the DAS, the F2 and, of counc,
tite Aduana dearly for their freedom. In fact, they even have 1o pay for meals while
they are in jail. As he adjusted his evening clothes and carefully combed his hair, 1
thought he lovked rather dashing for a thug

wiit ¢ach and every porson who boaghr o

wislngs Ol EF

—RYT

COLOMBIA
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Dangercus Days

Anniversaries are had davs for a atrall in the counery or shopping dewntown in

Colombia, Bebel groups like to remind people by hlowing things up.

10/08/1987 Lhe Simon Belivar Gueerrilla Coordinating Boord (NG s 2an pmbrellz
organization, under which the Revalutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia ( FARCH, the National Eiberaton Aemy (ELN1Tand 2
dissident Taction of the |_"‘|_1'I_‘||I|.'|r Liberation Army (EPL) conrdinare
political positons and organize juint terrorist egperations 19 was
fonnded on this dare.

ORF28/1985  Apsil 19 movement (M-19Y) onginared; leader Ivan Marinoe Osping was
killed ina clash with government tronps.

12041983 Legalization of the M-19. The Apdil 19 movement (M-19, 2 leitin
rerrorist organization, was legalized by an amnesty law afrer the provp
had made peace with the government, The MY & pow a legitimate
political party

04281867 Founding of the EPL (Popular Liberatien Armv),

08/15/1964  The Narfonal Liberation Army {ELNY began irs armed struggle.

05/27/1964 When government troaps attacked the “independent rcgmh'.'.c" that
communrist peasant groups had set up at Margueralia, Caldas
Department.

1I/I95F  The Popular Liheration Armw ( EI'L), 2 lefust werronst organtzation, kas
singe made peace with the government and become a legitionate
political party. However, 2 dissident faction continues the araed
strugale against the goverament,

0771741930  Communist Party founded.

08071819 Raule OF Rovacas.

07/2071810  Independence Day

u{ﬂ':}z({;ﬁaa
El Papel de la Coce

W¥ww.mamacoeca org
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Anniversarics are had davs for 2 strall in the countey or shopping dewntown in

Colombia, Rebel groups like to remind people by bliwing things up

10./08/1987 The Simon Bolivar Geereilla Coordinating Roand (CXG s a0 umbrellz
orginization, under which the Revolutionary Armied Forces of
Cuolomhia (FARCY, the National Liberation Aemy (ELN ) ard 2
dissident faction ol the Popular Dberation Army (EPL) coordinare
political posimons and organize juint terromsl sperations. 7 was
fonnded on this dare.

0&728/1985 Apal 19 movement (M- 19 ongimated; leader van Manino Osping was
k!]l:{[ il'l a L1J§.t! Uai!ll Fll\l.'f“l'.'.l,'rlr !“HII'\\

1V20/1983  Legalivation ol the M- 19, The April 19 misvement (M- 193, 2 lefris
terrorist organizanon, was legalized by an amnesty law after the poocp
had made peace with the government, The MY & mow 2 legitinmare
political pary

O MVIS6T  Founding of the EPL i Popular Liberation Armivi,

O ISMSEE  The National Liberation Army { ELN] began s armed struggghe

OS2T/1968  When government troops attacked the “indcpendent republic”™ thar
communist peasant groups had set up at Margquetalia, Califas
Deparrment

117101957 The Popular Liberation Army | EPL), 2 leftise terronst orgamzabion, ba
since made peace with the government and becoma 3 legitimate
p-Dli.EI.l.'I.I p-]m' Hu'.l. EvEr, & J:ni;fr.'lli f-JLIiII'1 R banies !:r't arreed
stengele against the govemment,

01171930  Communist Parry founded,
0807/1819  Raule OF Rovacas,
07/20M1810  Independence Day

v/é")’ﬂc.ﬁ{:a
El Papel de la Cocr
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