FORCED ERADICATION AND FUMIGATION OF CocA CROPS:
IT’S TIME TO END U.S.-FUNDED AERIAL FUMIGATIONS AND FORCED MANUAL ERADICATION

The U.S. began funding the forced eradication of coca—the raw
material in cocaine—in Colombia with the 2000 implementation
of Plan Colombia, a multi-billion dollar funding package, 80% of
which was allocated for military aid and drug eradication. Coca
crop eradication is conducted with one of two methods:

Fumigations spray the herbicide glyphosate (a high powered
version of Monsanto’s Roundup) and other unknown chemi-
cals from planes.

Forced manual eradication (FME) involves eradication
teams, accompanied by the police and military, ripping out
coca plants at the root.

o Forced Eradication has failed to reduce acres of coca in
cultivation. In 2006, the White House’s Office of National
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) found that despite $5.4 billion
in aid to Colombia and the fumigation and/or forced manual
eradication of over two million acres of coca, there was still
more coca than when Plan Colombia began.

Forced Eradication spreads coca and harms the envi-
ronment. When Plan Colombia began, coca was grown in
12 of Colombia’s 32 provinces; today it is grown in 23 prov-
inces. Aslong as U.S. cocaine demand stays steady, forced
eradication of coca crops in one area often only pushes
growers further into the jungle to clear virgin forests for coca
farming in the world’s second most biodiverse country.

Fumigations kill desperately needed food crops. Experi-
ence shows that coca is quite resistant to aerial spraying of
glyphosate and often survives fumigation missions. Unfortu-
nately, the spraying IS effective at killing the less hardy food
crops, such as yuca, plantains, corn and other subsistence
crops that small-scale farmers and their families rely upon

for survival.  Fumigations spray also frequently drifts onto
neighboring farms where no coca is grown. Their food crops
are also killed. Fumigations leave poor farmers desperate
and without alternatives and fuels internal displacement.

e Witness for Peace o

“Our fields were manually
eradicated and then two
months later they were
sprayed. All the food
crops have been de-
stroyed. The only thing
that keeps growing is
¢ coca. Forced eradication
! doesn’t work. We have no
alternatives to coca and
now we have no food!”

o Fumigations are detrimental to humans and ecosystems.

Evidence suggests that glyphosate causes severe ecological
damage such as increased deforestation and harm to aquatic
ecosystems while posing a serious threat to human health and
reproduction.  U.S.-funded fumigations have sprayed rivers,
lakes, houses, churches, and schools, even when humans are
present. Children and the elderly are more susceptible to these
health concerns which include respiratory and gastro-intestinal
problems as well as skin rashes.

- -

Forced Manual Eradication teams sow
terror as they rip out coca. Teams are
often made up of soldiers and/or former
paramilitary fighters. Many farmers re-
port home break-ins, theft of food, radios, T
livestock, and money as well as sexual
violence against women during the FMEs.

Past Forced Manual Eradication programs failed in Bolivia
and Peru. These programs led to mass riots, years of political
instability in Bolivia, sustained poverty, and human rights viola-
tions committed by the military units involved in eradication ac-
tivities. Coca is still grown in both countries.

Forced Eradication does not provide poor farmers with any
feasible financial alternative to coca. Eradicated farmers face
hunger. Without alternative crops, farmers are left without food or
money to support their families and must replant coca to survive.
U.S.-funded alternative investment programs should respond to
farmers’ requests for alternative projects.

DEMAND = PRODUCTION
As long as there is demand for cocaine and small
-scale farmers have no financially feasible alter-
natives, coca will continue to be cultivated.




THREE CASE STUDIES:
How U.S.-FUNDED FORCED ERADICATION PoLIicY HURTS COLOMBIANS

1. COSURCA

Small-scale farmers joined together in 1993 to form COSURCA and produce an
alternative to coca farming: organic coffee. COSURCA has received funding for
its 1,600 family farms from USAID, the U.N., and the Colombian government. De-
spite this support, and being a shining example of alternative development, CO-
SURCA farmers were fumigated in 2005 and again in 2007. Their crops were de-
stroyed and forfeited their organic certification for future crops. COSURCA still has
not been compensated for their loses.

2. BUSCANDO BUENOS CAMINOS

Buscando Buenos Caminos (Looking for Good Paths) has become an option to return to civilian life for demobilized pa-
ramilitary fighters. Government funding has helped them breed cacao (chocolate) seedlings that are suitable for their
climate using grafting techniques. In August 2007, this government-funded project was hit by drift fumigation
spray, resulting in the destruction of two years of crop production, as well as two years of investment in alternatives to
war.

3. SINGLE MOTHERS FARM

Last year, 100 single mothers—most widows from the years of violence in ==
Colombia’s southern province of Putumayo—took out a loan to buy land and H
start a farming project. Their hope was to bring food-stability to their house- &
holds, and to learn to grow their own crops for long-term sustainability. In |8 4
August 2007, weeks after planting nine acres of food crops, U.S.-funded
fumigations wiped out the work these single mothers had put into their
survival. These women play by the rules and work hard, and yet don't re- §
ceive any assistance from governments or other entities. They just receive |
fumigations.

WE ARE THROWING U.S. What Can You Do to Stop Forced Eradication?

TAX DOLLARS AWAY ON + Build a coalition in your community, organization, and congregation
FORCED ERADICATION to stop U.S. funding for eradications.
«+ Pressure your U.S. legislators to de-fund the aerial fumigations
« Despite over six billion U.S. tax dollars, and FME programs in Colombia, part of the Foreign Operations Bill,
there has been an increase in acres of and to fund voluntarily coca eradication programs that are paired
coca cultivated since fumigations began. with alternative economic developmen’[ prOjeCtS.
+ Learn about other U.S. policies in Colombia, including U.S.-
funded militarization and the proposed Free Trade Agreement at
www.witnessforpeace.org.

e Forced eradication spreads coca crops
into new regions, threatening virgin for-

ests and wildlife habitat, and spreading +Educate your community about unjust U.S. policies in Colombia

co.nﬂlct. , , and how to address the problems of drugs domestically through
« Without funded and feasible alternatives events and media.

for tgoca farmers, coca production will +Contact Witness for Peace for more educational resources.
continue.

Join Witness for Peace in support of farmer’s proposals for voluntary
manual coca eradication paired with diverse cropping
and infrastructure development programs!




	Page #



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



