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SUBJECT: COLOMBIAMN ARMY SECOND DIVISION COMMANDER
REQUESTS USG ASSISTANCE: RECONMAISSANCE AND ERADICATION
OF ELN COCA CULTIVATIONS

1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.
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2. DURING AN APRIL 27 MEETING IN BUCARAMANGA WITH
INMsP PROGRAM OFFICER AND NAS POLICE PROJECT MANAGER,
THE ARMY SECOND DIVISION ZONE COMMANDER, MAJOR GENERAL
MANU-L SANMIGUEL BUENAVENTURA: REQUESTED USG TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE IN LOCATING AND DESTROYING APPROXIMATELY
5,000 HECTARES OF COCA THAT THE ARMY BELIEYES IS
DIRECTLY FINANCING ARMY OF MNATIONAL LIBERATION (ELN)
INSURGENT OPERATIONS. THE COCA PLAMTATIONS ARE LOCATED
MAINLY IN YALLEYS ALONG THE EASTERN SLOPE OF THE SaAN
LUCAS MOUNTAINS IN SOUTHERN BOLIVAR DEPARTMENT. u.s,
OFFICIALS RESPONDED POSITIVELY TO SAMN MIGUEL’S REQUEST
FOR RECONNAISSANCE: AND THE NAS IS COORDINATING THE USE
OF A COLOMEIAN MATIONAL POLICE (CNP) PATHLINK-EQUIPPED
THRUSH AIRCRAFT, TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY THE SECOND
DIVISION CHIEF INTEL OFFICER. BASED ON THE
RECONNAISSANCE DATA: GEN. SANMIGUEL INTENDS 70 REQUEST.
THROUGH HIS CHAIN OF COMMANMD, AUTHORIZATION FOR U.S.
TECHNICAL ASSISTAMCE IN DESTROYING ELN COCA CULTIVATIONS.

3. GENERAL SANMIGUEL EXPRESSED “EEP CONCERN OVER THE
RAPID INCREASE OF TERRORIST ACTIVITIES BY THE ELN IN
CONFIDENTIAL

CONETIDENTIAL,

PAGE 03 BOGOTA 06637 01 OF 02 030050Z

HIS AREA OF OPERATIONS, WHICH INCLUDES THE SAN LUCAS
MOUNTAINS. SANMIGUEL ALSO WORRIED THAT THE ELN’S COCA
PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING COULD ALLOW THEM TO BECOME
COLOMBIA’S “"THIRD CARTEL." INM/P OFFICER SPECULARTED
THAT INCREASED COCA PRODUCTION IN THE AREA COULD ALSO
SERVYE AS A POTENTIAL SOURCE OF RAW MATERIAL FOR NORTH
COAST TRAFFICKERS.

4. GENERAL SANMIGUEL’S DETERMINATION TO PASS THE
REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE TO ERADICATE COCA THROUGH
OFFICIAL CHANNELS CONTRASTEPD SHARPLY HWITH THE VIEWS OF
HIS INTEL CHIEF. LT. €OL. HECTOR MEDINA. MEDINA, WHGO
SPOKE WITH U.S. OFFICIALS PRIOR TO THE MEETING HWITH THE
GENERAL, FAVORED CLANDESTINE FUMIGATION OF ALl COCA
CULTIVATIONS IN THE AREA. HE EVEN SUGGESTED USING
CAMOUFLAGED TAIL NUMBERS AND PAINTED AIRCRAFT.

ALTHOUGH JUST AS ANXIOUS TO ATTACK THE COCA
CULTIVATIONS: GEN. SANMIGUEL HAD A MORE FAR-SIGHTED
APPROACH AND TINSISTED THAT THE REQUEST FOR TECHNICAL
(I.E., FUMIGAT:IN) ASSISTANCE BE HANDLED VIA OFFICIAL
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CHANNELS. HE NOTED THAT THE RESPONSE MUST COME FRONM
THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND, IN COORDINATION WITH THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF DANGEROUS DRUGS.

3. NAS WILL CARRY 0OUT INITIAL RECONNAISANCE
QVERFLIGHTS OF THE APPROPRIATE AREAS ON MAY 2; AND IF
NECESSARY, THE FOLLOWING DAY. CURRENT PLANS ARE TO
HAND-DELIVER THE PATHLINK INTEL PACKAGES TO LT. COL.
MEDINA AND GEN. SANMIGUEL DURING THE WEEK OF MAY 6.

6. COMMENT : DURING THE MEETING WITH LT, COL MEDINA,
CONFIDENTIAL
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INM7P AND NAS OFFICERS HIGHLIGHTED THE VARIOUS
CAPABILITIES OF THE PATHLINK-EQUIPPED THRUSH AIRCRAFT
SEVERAL TIMES, NAS HWILL CONTINUE 74 STRESS THE VALUE
OF THIS AIRCRAFT IN SPOTTING CL. DESTINE AIRSTRIPS AND
LABORATORIES:, IN ADDITION TO ITS USE TO IDENTIFY AND
MAP COCA CULTIVATIONS. ONE RESULT 0OF INCREASED USE OF
THE THRUSH IN THE AREA MAY BE GREATER INFORMATION
EXCHANGE WITH THE COLOMBIAN NATIONAL POLICE ON ELN
NGRCOTICS ACTIVITIES.

7. MILITARY COMMANDERS IN THE SECOND DIVISION SEEM
DETERMINED TG SURVYEY AND DESTROY COCA CULTIVATIONS
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SUBJECT: COLOMBIAN ARMY SECOND DIVISION COMMANDER
WHICH THEY ARE CONVYINCED PROVIDE MAJOR FINANCING FOR
INSURGENT ACTIVITIES, THE RECONNAISANCE MISSIONS WILL
NOT POSE AaNY MAJOR DIFFICULTIES. THE REAL HURDLE IS
LIKELY TO BE OBTAINING PERMISSION FROM THE NATIONAL
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